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were wearing down the power of their own troops
and creating a situation highly favourable to the
main Allied attack later in the year.

Haig pressed this view upon Joffre, with whom
the final decision rested. The British strength
was growing steadily, the German strength as
steadily was being expended. He told Joffre that
he was now prepared to assume the greater por-
tion of the burden of the autumn offensive. His
view prevailed.

In due course the Verdun attack was stayed,
and, by July 1916, Haig, his Army intact, highly
trained, and complete in every respect except in
regard to its full complement of guns and ammuni-
tion, was ready to take up the burden of the fight-
ing and deliver the main counter-stroke against
the Germans.

The Battle of the Somme, ist July> igi6

None the less, the situation at the commence-
ment of the battle of the Somme differed greatly
from that which had been envisaged when its plan
was first conceived. The original purpose of the
great joint offensive had been for a decisive break-
through of the German battle-line. For that
attack Haig had estimated that he would require
to employ 400,000 men, and must calculate upon
casualties of half that number within two months,
and the French were to have provided an even
greater force. All this was now altered. The
available British force had been lessened by the
necessity of taking over an extension of the